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1. PRIME MINISTER MESSMER WAS INTERVIEWED ON SEMI-OFFICIAL 
EUROPE NO. 1 RADIO STATION DECEMBER 17. MESSMER RESPONDED 
ENERGETICALLY. OCCASIONALLY PUGNACIOUSLY, TO A SERIES OF QUESTIONS 
DEVOTED MOSTLY TO ECONOMIC AND LABOR MATTERS, THE PETROLEUM 
CRISIS AND THE RECENT TELEPHONE TAPPING AFFAIR. ON ECONOMIC 
MATTERS, MESSMER SAID THAT MEASURED FRENCH APPROACH TO 
CONTROLLING INFLATION HAD BEEN MORE SUCCESSFUL THAN THE HASTY 
MEASURESWHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN BY SOME EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
INFLATION, THOUGH BAD, WAS LESSIMPORTANT AND LESS SERIOUS THAN 
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MEASURES TAKEN IN GERMANY. MESSMER SAID THAT FRANCE WOULD HAVE 
SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF PETROLEUM FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS. 

HE DID NOT WISH TO MAKE LONG-TERM PREDICTONS. THE FUEL CON- 
SERVATION MEASURES TAKEN BY THE GOF WERE DESIGNED AS PRE- 
CAUTIONARY MEASURES AND ALSO TO ENABLE FRANCE TO ECONOMIZE 
AT A TIME OF RISING OIL PRICES. THERE WAS NO PETROLEUM CRISIS 
IN VIEW. 

2. ASKED ABOUT TELEPHONE TAPPING AND BUGING, ESPECIALLY WITH 
REFERENCE TO THE CANARD ENCHAFNE AFFAIR, MESSMER STATED 
CATEGORICALLY THAT NO POLITICIAN OR JOURNALIST HAD HIS TELEPHONE 
TAPPED, THAT THE TOTAL NUMBER OF INSTALLATIONS WAS LESS 

THAN 500 (LESS THAN AT ANY TIME SINCE1946), THAT ONLY FOREIGN 
AGENTS AND CRIMINALS WERE TAPPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW, 

AND THAT ALL INSTALLATIONS WERE UNDER THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
CONTR L. AS TO THE CANARD AFFAIR ITSELF, MESS ER SAID MERELY 
THAT IT WAS "BIZARRE*? EXTREMELY BIZARRE." ASKED ABOUT APOSSIBLE 
MINISTERIAL SHAKEUP, ME*SMER SAID*THAT AS PRIME MINISTER THIS 
WAS HIS OWN BUSINESS AND HE HAD NOTHING TO SAY AT THIS TIME. HE 
WOULD REMAIN AT HIS POST FOR AS LONG AS HE ENJOYED THE CON- 
FIDENCE OF PRESIDENT POMPIDOU AND HAD NOT BEEN CENSURED BY 
THEASSEMBLY. HE LEFT THE STRONG IMPRES*ION THAT 
POMPIDOU WOULD RESTATE HIS CONFIDENCE IN HIM IN THE PRESIDENT’S 
PRE-CHRISTMAS NATIONAL RADIO-TV ADDRESS DECEMBER 20. 

3. COMMENT. MESSMER SOUNDED CONFIDENT AND COMBATIVE. HE TRIED TO 
PAINT A PICTURE OF AN ALERT, STEADY, ACTIV GOVE*NMENT ON TOP OF 
ITS PROBLEMS. HE ONCE AGAIN STATED HIS APPROACH TO THE 
INCUMBENCE OF HIS OFFICE, THAT IS, THAT THE PRIME MINISTER 

SERVED AT THE PRESIDENT'S PLEASURE. MESSMER'S INTERVIEW 
CAME IN RESPONSE TO A SPATE OF LEAD ITEMS IN THE WEEKLY PRESS 
THAT HE RESIGN OVER THE CANARD AFFAIR AND BECUSE OF THE GENERALLY 
MEDIOCRE PERFORMANCE OF THE GOF IN RECENT MONTHS (REFTEL). 
POMPIDOU, HOWEVER DISSATISFIED HE MAY BE WITH GOF PERFORMANCE, 

IS CERTAINLY NOT A MAN TO GIVE IN TO PRESSURE FROM THE MEDIA FOR* 
GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES. THIS FACTOR, COMBINED WITHMESSMER'S 
PERFORMANCE LAST NIGHT, HAS PROBABLY SERVED 
TO STRENGTHEN THE PRIME MINISTER'S POSITION. 

DECONTROLLED 1/31/75 
IRWIN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 03 PARIS 32318 182133Z 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 DEC 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: hilburpw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973PARIS32318 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19731218/aaaaanfv.tel 

Line Count: 107 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: PARIS 32317 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: hilburpw 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27-Aug-2001 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <15-0ct-2001 by hilburpw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH PRIME MINISTER'S RADIO INTERVIEW: MESSMER TAKES THE OFFENSIVE. 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




